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Gao Yan| The Third Arrangement

Curator: Li Boyan

Supposedly, visitors visit tourist spots as flaneurs, Gao Yan, as an expert on ways of
seeing, brings up new questions about the displaying methods in museums, which is
how to manipulate meaningless objects? What could we do, by using everyday objects,
to present history and reconstruct public memory? He reframes the exhibits through his
camera, with photographed scenes simplified to exclusively objects and space. While
the content of the photographs started to become unvarying and drab, the way of seeing
is leaded into more complex meaning by the objects' materiality and order.

Among tourist spots, memorials, museums and former residences of well-known people
are the focus of Gao Yan's visits. From North China to the Northwest, then to South
China, it makes him to give the exclamation that “China has so many museums.” Yet,
the 'musuesms' needs to be put in quotation marks, because they are political spaces
guided by socialist aesthetic, presenting everyday objects used by historical figures in
the history of modern China, with related decorative scenes. Since these objects do not
date back to a faraway past, elaborately made exhibition stands or restored locations are
commonly used to emphasis the visual effect.

Touching a stone and turning it into gold has always been a feature of Gao Yan's work.
He pays close attention to everyday scenarios which are uncostly, embedded with
special meaning, and made visible by classes nonequivalence. When photography is
equalized to opinion, the museums, scattering in tourist spots of different scales, as if
growing rapidly in a jungle, become the monuments of the realistic scenery. From
scattering everywhere to being collectively presented, the objects in the museum went
through a second time arrangement, with their practical function sacrificed for some
exalted memorial meaning. By reframing the elaborately organized objects through his
camera, Gao Yan makes it into a further collective viewing, gathering the memorials of
different places in the third arrangement.
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ZE4H41 / Ornament no.1 120x180cm 2017
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ZEHH5 / Ornament no.5 60x90cm 2017



=KX —F2 / Coner of the Room No.2 32x50cm 2017 ZEimH4 / Ornament no.4 115x78cm 2017




~
—
o
~
IS
(v}
(Xe]

o0







KTFEZARK

—_

=8

1980F HAEFAILE |, TERT
REEAREZRBEZAR.
2008F N FiZE BB EZEAR
FRE=ZMEBEXE(Post-
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About The Artist

Gao Yan

Gao Yan was born in Hebei
Province in 1980 and currently
teaches in the Department of
Photography in Tianjin Academy
of Fine Arts. In 2008, Gao finished
the Postgraduate Programme of
Ecole nationale supérieure des
beaux-arts de Lyon. Since 2008,
his photographs have been
exhibited in Centre
Photographique d'Ile-de-France,
Musée d'art contemporain de
Lyon, Power Station of Art in
Shanghai, Art Museum of Nanjing
University of the Art, Organhaus
in Chongqing, Xi'an Art Museum,
Creative Union Hiroshima, and
etcetera.
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About The Curator

Li Boyan

(b.1984), independent curator.
He graduated from
Department of Traditional
Chinese Painting, Tianjin
Academy of Fine Art in 2006.
In the year 2012 he founded
the nonprofit art institute
Space Regeneration Project.
The main exhibitions
are"Tito's portrait" (2017),
"ISBN: 9787214056061"
(2016), "Trio" (2015), "
Fundamental Labor " (2015),
"going to the Lighthouse"
(2014), " WHERE ART THOU
FROM " (2014) and so on.
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